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A STUDY ON PAINTING OF GRAPES AND INSECTS BY
LIN CHUN IN SOUTHERN SONG DYNASTY

ABSTRACT

This paper takes Lin Chun's Grapes and Insects of the Southern Song Dynasty as
the object of study, and analyses it from four aspects: basic information verification,
form analysis, symbolism of objects, and the main idea of the picture. Firstly, through
the examination of the basic information of the painter Lin Chun, it is believed that
Lin Chun was mainly active during the Chunxi period of Emperor Xiaozong, and was
good at painting grasses and insects, and the technique of colour is respected by the
later generations; secondly, through the analysis of the form of the Grapes and Insects,
it is believed that the present painting has both conflicting and coordinating factors;
once again, through the study of the allegory of major objects in the Grapes and
Insects, it is believed that the withered leaves symbolise the decline and decay, the
grapes symbolise many children and many blessings, and the katydid's plague of
locusts and the heirloom is a symbol of the future. Thirdly, through the study of the
symbolism of the main objects in the Grape Insect Picture, it is believed that the
withered leaves symbolise depression, the grapes symbolise fertility, the katydid the
scourge of locusts and succession, the ligurian tortoise the chaotic government and
pragmatism, the praying mantis the self-importance and courageous personality, and
the dragonfly the meaning of thievery and introspection. The withered leaves and
grapes show the symbolism of "the withered tree regaining its glory", while the four
kinds of insects have both positive and negative connotations; finally, through the
symbolism of "withering and glory" in the withered leaves in the Grapevine Grasses

dragonflies have positive and negative connotations, and their purpose is to show that
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ABSTRACT

they have a positive and negative connotation. Finally, through the symbolism of
"wither and glory" in the withered leaves of the Grapevine Insects, we believe that the
purpose of the katydids, ligurian turtles, praying mantis, dragonflies and other objects

is to strengthen the cycle of reincarnation and regeneration.

KEY WORDS: Grapes and Insects; Lun Chun; Cycle of reincarnation;

Prosperity
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